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Panorama before being asked to join Mangrove StaetiByvhom she is still playing with.
What was exciting about joining Mathew Philip's Mangve?

"Mathew is a very talented musician who has a hugeeot$pr other artists, and he runs the band withwifiet. Mathew brings
in solo players from all over the country and encgesathem to express themselves through his small outé§iinE Room'.
When they go to work with other groups he sees thdeaslopment, compared to other bands who might sgesha conflict. |
believe Mangrove's quality of playing comes out oftihdav's character and the people he attracts to pléeiband.

So how do the British pan players compare to those in dad?"Groups such as Ebony and Mangrove take part in
competitions and performances around the world, wihexg are highly respected, meaning our qualitylayipg is just as good
as what you would get in Trinidad. The other thisghiat players in this country tend to stick to oneaigrat a time, whereas in
Trinidad players are paid to play with different darall the time."

How is quality and support maintained in the UK?

"I am a Secretary for British Association of Steel Ba(BAS), an association which supports pan in UK atidJ®s in raising
profile of pan in the city through Panorama, whiglmow taking place in Hyde Park."

Was that a good move to take Panorama from Kensal Rimaldyde Park?

"Some believe the atmosphere was lost, but for metengarticipants the Park gives more space, audiendegoes with BAS'
aims to raise the profile of pan in the heart of LamdHopefully in a few years time | visualize Pancaamthe Park competing
with mainstream concerts."

How does the BAS Awards work?

BAS has been running this for the past 10 years as afxaycouraging artists and supporters of pan by hamgptliem at these
Awards. The Awards started by being for London grougsibw it's national and also pays tribute to artistse Wave supported
pan regardless of their art-form. It was also BAS wleoenbehind the successful negotiations to place Paadraktyde Park."

Debbie is also the Economic Development and Enterpresgalgfer for the new UK Centre for Carnival Arts.

BEAT GOES ON: musicians at Carnival
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